Suggested Murdoch and Hornsby framework ‘What’s happening in my community.... What about my school....What do I know?
Leith Hogan April 2018

Week 1

Tuning in:

Preparing to find out:

What do we know about our community?
What is happening?

What do you know about?

My community display table or display board: Photos, objects, letter boxes, street lights, pavement, street name signs, stop/ give way signs etc.,
What do they see/ hear? What makes up their community? Define community for the students
Then: Mind map everything that the children can think about the organisations in their community:

¢ Church

* Sport

*  Shopping
* Library

* Garage

* Fast food
*  Park?

* Hospital

*+ SCHOOL

*  More??
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What do you want the students to know deeply about their community at the end of this inquiry?
One of the outcomes you do want them to know deeply about at the end of this inquiry is just what school is and what it means in their lives...
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Check curriculum imperatives for the appropriate year: {Kindy/Pre-primary}
Highlight the curriculum focus and the assessment process in the curriculum documents: What will be your focus in each area?
*  Maths
* Science
* History
*  Geography
« PE
*  English
Language
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Literacy

Literature
*  Art/ Design:
o ICT

Set up scrapbook or workbook focussed upon ‘My community' or ‘My school’ to collect all the work the students do.
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Class discussion:
What do we know about our school? What do we know about schools everywhere?

What is a school? " " — ‘
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Let's walk around it. Where will we start?
Let's look at our school carefully.

Lets look at where everything is.

What about our classroom?

Lets draw the school...

Find out their thoughts.
Look at the student’'s drawings. What are they noticing? What are they curious about?

Create some interest or curiosity about school.... work hard at this..
Ask some interesting questions...
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Read some texts about school: Lots and lots of them.

Top 10 Diversity
Starting School
Picture Books

Pr?_gmafiCMom Back to School Books
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Get the children to read them too.
Ask them which ones are their favourite?
Build an understanding of the context of school.
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List some statements to be challenged. e.g .
Our school is..

Our school has

Our school does

Our school will

Our school could....

More.. more.. more

Have fun with this!

Werite up lots of big questions that the students just can't answer immediately..... create a little bit of tension
Use BLANK Level 1,2 and maybe 3 questions

Small group discussions about statements yesterday:

Then:
What is the purpose of
Community?
* Towns?
*  Churches?
*  Shops?
* Library
* Garage?
* Doctor
*  Hospital
* Fast food
*  Park?

Now the Inquiry question could be:

What is the purpose of Schools?

Why do we have school?
OR
The students could choose one of the other parts of community to explore
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KWL
What do the students want to know about school?
What do they want to know about school?

Exploring sheet:

Task sheet with images of the school. [matching activity]
Find these.....

Students tick them off when they find the match....

Talk about positional language:

In on under beside, behind, next to, inside, outside etc.,

Key ideas about school....sticky notes...

Finding out:
What do the students want to know??
Get the students to start to try to answer some of their own questions by looking at some photographs of the school surroundings .
Have a gallery of school images for them to look at.
Sort them.
Categorize: look for familiar/ unfamiliar.
Where are the images?
e Inthe playground?
* Inthe classroom?
e Inthelibrary?
*  On the oval?
* Inthe canteen?
Get students to identify two places that they want to see in the school ..... build their curiosity
Make a master list of places to visit. Think about creating a simple map with the students that they will follow to visit these places.
Then: Students each choose one of those parts of the school to draw: They will heed to do two drawings.
A great big scene and then a small detailed black pen drawing......keep these small of something within the scene.
Perhaps the students could create their small focus drawing inside a milk bottle lid? Maybe use an iphone microscope with the students to help them look carefully
Teach students to pay attention to particular detail.. so the pattern on bricks or the grass stalks or lavender flowers or the shiny surface of the climbing frame
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Collect them and have a little, little school display then photograph these for the student’s final presentation / portfolio

Venn diagram of the classroom and the playground
Similarities and differences.

What happens where?

What is the same?

What is different?

How many students go to this school?

How many teachers?

Same process as above

What do you want to know??

Get the students to start to try to answer some of their own questions by looking at some photographs of the school students or staff or get them to observe at
assembly or sport. Have a gallery of school staff and classrooms for them to look at.

Sort them.

Categorize, look for familiar/ unfamiliar.

Get students to identify two teachers and perhaps two students that they want to talk to or visit in the school .. ..build, build build their curiosity
Make a list of these people:

Invite guest speakers into the classroom. Students create portraits of them.
Visit other classrooms

Set up a moving timetable for one afternoon.

Upskill the students with questions to ask ..What do they want to know?

Keep the questions to BLANK 1,2 and 3
If a student asks a why question then that is a big celebration!

Painting portraits or making paper bag puppets:

Create a gallery of the people at the school.
The people in my school
Put a frame around them as if they were hanging in the foyer of the school...
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perhaps get the students to create a display

Viewing task: Video or series of images about a day in the life of a student at school

Encourage students to focus upon the sequence ready to create a recount either speaking, writing, painting or.... :

Steps in the recount:

Intro, main ideas and conclusion.

Getting ready for school... what do they need in their bag? What clothes do they need? What do they do first ...then then then?
Then get the students to create a simple script and work with others to play the narrative in a drama... maybe in the home corner?
Video these !l

Labelling summarising:

Key ideas that represent the places in the school
What are they? Label them.

The activity might be:

On he oval we...

At the canteen we

In he library we...

At sport we..

At story time we....

Viewing images of students through a timeline from Kindergarten to year 6 and beyond
Make sure that images are multicultural and represent cultural differences
Categorizing which student fits where....

How do they decide? Age? Sex? Culture?

Sequencing and sorting

Survey of the school:
Walking through the playground counting.. measuring, collecting data

10
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Hm buildings?

Trees

Playgrounds

Paths

People?

Collating a graph or data table of what they have noticed. How many trees? How many buildings? People?

Sorting out:

Geography:

Mapping the school or the playground.

Where are the trees? Where are the classrooms/ buildings/ canteen/ assembly area / sports shed?
Where are the paths?

What is here?

Where is the shed?

What is behind here?

Where are the bike paths? etc.,

Constructing/ designing/ shape:

Making a model of the school with cardboard /boxes/ etc., or in the sand tray or.....
Making sure that they are following their own planning map

Design/ make /appraise.

PE: Following another student’s map of the playground for a walk.
Giving feedback about what worked and what didn't when they tried to follow the map?

Graphing data related to inquiry question:
What was it they wanted to know?

Do they know about their school?

Do they know why they come to school?
Can they tell you?

Going further: The wider community:
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Excursion planning outside the school to the local community?
Walking the block.

What can you see?

What are the students looking at?

To see what?

Take the ipads.

Get the students to take photos..Classifying images

Exhibition:
Speaking and listening training students for Oral presentation to share what they know about school:
*  Speaking clearly
* Looking at the audience
*  Knowing what you are going to say.........rehearsing
Consider presentation options:
Parents?
Grandparents?
Setting up individual displays:
Here's my school box/ bag..
Here is what T know about school:
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