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Year	  4:	  	  Australian	  National	  Curriculum	  
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Visual	  literacy	  prompts	  every	  day	  with	  random	  scenes	  /images	  on	  Interactive	  
whiteboard	  at	  check	  in:	  Prompt	  questions:	  

Think	  about	  three	  questions:	  	  
• What	  is	  going	  on	  in	  this	  picture	  
• What	  do	  you	  see	  that	  says	  that?	  
• What	  more	  can	  you	  find/	  see?	  
Once	  the	  group	  are	  confident	  get	  a	  student	  to	  choose	  an	  image	  each	  day	  and	  
choose	  an	  Inquiry	  question	  with	  more	  depth.	  

Inquiry:	  	  
1. Close	  your	  eyes.	  Imagine	  a	  beautiful	  scene	  in	  Australia.	  	  A	  really	  calm,	  fresh,	  

memorable	  scene.	  Create	  it.	  Using	  any	  art	  materials	  you	  can	  find.	  Take	  some	  time	  
to	  draw,	  colour,	  create	  it.	  It	  can	  be	  in	  the	  country,	  in	  the	  bush	  on	  a	  farm,	  in	  the	  
forest,	  in	  a	  town	  or	  the	  city,	  anywhere.	  Use	  your	  imagination.	  You	  have	  ½	  hour	  to	  
create	  this.	  

In	  Australia…..	  anywhere.	  
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2.	  Talk	  to	  your	  classmates	  about	  your	  beautiful	  scene.	  
Think	  about	  WWWWW	  and	  H.	  
Where	  is	  it	  in	  Australia?	  Who	  lives	  there?	  What	  is	  happening?	  What	  season	  is	  it?	  Are	  
there	  birds	  or	  animals?	  People?	  What	  sounds	  could	  be	  heard?	  What	  time	  of	  day?	  
Describe	  your	  scene	  in	  beautiful	  language.	  
3.	  Now…	  think	  of	  your	  beautiful	  scene	  being	  utterly	  destroyed…	  completely.	  	  Take	  a	  
breath!	  	  
Draw	  the	  scene	  again	  but	  make	  it	  a	  devastating	  mess…	  use	  your	  imagination	  again.	  Look	  
at	  your	  beautiful	  picture	  and	  destroy	  the	  scene.	  Take	  ½	  hour	  to	  create	  this	  scene	  with	  
your	  colours/	  paint	  crayons	  pens.	  Create	  a	  list	  of	  20	  words	  that	  go	  with	  your	  scene	  that	  
has	  been	  destroyed.	  e.g	  Upside	  down,	  topsy	  turvey,	  burnt,	  drowned,	  flooded,	  singed,	  
destroyed,	  crushed,	  slammed	  etc.,	  
4.	  Put	  your	  beautiful	  scene	  alongside	  the	  next	  image	  that	  you	  created	  of	  it	  destroyed.	  
What	  has	  happened	  here?	  	  What	  has	  occurred	  in	  between	  these	  scenes?	  	  Use	  your	  
imagination	  again.	  Talk	  about	  it	  with	  your	  colleague	  .	  
5.	  Think	  about	  what	  has	  occurred	  to	  your	  beautiful	  scene.	  Start	  thinking	  about	  a	  series	  
of	  6/7	  events	  that	  led	  to	  that	  final	  scene.	  	  Backward	  map.	  What	  happened?	  Was	  there	  a	  
fire?	  Did	  the	  scene	  flood?	  What	  about	  a	  tsunami?	  How	  did	  it	  all	  begin?	  Where	  did	  it	  start	  
and	  how	  did	  the	  disaster	  unfold?	  What	  happened	  first?	  Then?	  
6.	  Choose	  a	  location	  in	  Australia	  for	  your	  disaster:	  	  Map	  it.	  Find	  out	  a	  little	  bit	  more	  
about	  the	  location.	  	  
7.	  Define	  a	  Natural	  disaster:	  	  What	  is	  it?	  
Then	  look	  at	  your	  art	  creations	  and	  identify	  what	  natural	  disaster	  has	  taken	  place?	  
8.	  This	  is	  where	  you	  will	  have	  to	  start	  your	  research……...in	  pictures	  and	  words.	  	  
So,	  your	  inquiry	  might	  be:	  	  
“	  How	  does	  a	  Bushfire	  disaster	  start?”	  OR	  “	  What	  causes	  a	  flooding	  disaster?”	  OR	  
	  What	  is	  the	  impact	  of	  a	  Natural	  disaster	  on	  the	  environment	  and	  the	  life	  
surrounding	  it?	  	  OR…	  
	  	  
9.	  Read	  the	  texts	  Fire	  and	  Flood	  by	  Jackie	  French	  and	  Bruce	  Whatley	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Think	  about	  the	  descriptive	  language	  that	  she	  uses	  to	  describe	  both	  fire	  and	  floods.	  
Think	  about	  the	  images	  that	  Bruce	  creates	  to	  record	  the	  stories	  in	  such	  a	  simple	  
uncomplicated	  way…..using	  a	  dog.	  How	  does	  he	  use	  the	  dog	  in	  Flood	  to	  tell	  the	  story?	  
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Listen	  to	  the	  poem	  by	  Dorothea	  Mackeller	  written	  in	  1905:	  	  ‘My	  country’	  :	  verses	  
2,3,4and	  5	  

I	  love	  a	  sunburnt	  country,	  
A	  land	  of	  sweeping	  plains,	  
Of	  ragged	  mountain	  ranges,	  
Of	  droughts	  and	  flooding	  rains.	  
I	  love	  her	  far	  horizons,	  
I	  love	  her	  jewel-‐sea,	  
Her	  beauty	  and	  her	  terror	  -‐	  
The	  wide	  brown	  land	  for	  me!	  
	  
A	  stark	  white	  ring-‐barked	  forest	  
All	  tragic	  to	  the	  moon,	  
The	  sapphire-‐misted	  mountains,	  
The	  hot	  gold	  hush	  of	  noon.	  
Green	  tangle	  of	  the	  brushes,	  
Where	  lithe	  lianas	  coil,	  
And	  orchids	  deck	  the	  tree-‐tops	  
And	  ferns	  the	  warm	  dark	  soil.	  
	  
Core	  of	  my	  heart,	  my	  country!	  
Her	  pitiless	  blue	  sky,	  
When	  sick	  at	  heart,	  around	  us,	  
We	  see	  the	  cattle	  die	  -‐	  
But	  then	  the	  grey	  clouds	  gather,	  
And	  we	  can	  bless	  again	  
The	  drumming	  of	  an	  army,	  
The	  steady,	  soaking	  rain.	  
	  
Core	  of	  my	  heart,	  my	  country!	  
Land	  of	  the	  Rainbow	  Gold,	  
For	  flood	  and	  fire	  and	  famine,	  
She	  pays	  us	  back	  threefold	  -‐	  
Over	  the	  thirsty	  paddocks,	  
Watch,	  after	  many	  days,	  
The	  filmy	  veil	  of	  greenness	  
That	  thickens	  as	  we	  gaze.	  

8.	  	  Effect	  on	  the	  environment.	  Think	  about	  the	  natural	  characteristics	  of	  the	  
environment	  you	  have	  chosen..……….What	  did	  the	  event	  impact	  upon?	  	  
Flood	   Bushfire	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
9.	  Think	  about	  what	  signals	  the	  wildlife	  would	  have	  had	  that	  a	  disaster	  was	  looming.	  	  
What	  could	  they	  be?	  Are	  there	  any	  natural	  signals	  that	  we	  as	  humans	  may	  not	  notice?	  	  
How	  do	  the	  wildlife	  prepare?	  
Can	  they?	  	  
Do	  they?	  	  
What	  do	  you	  think?	  	  
What	  about	  the	  forests	  
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Go	  back	  to	  your	  beautiful	  scene.	  Think	  hard	  about	  what	  might	  have	  occurred	  first	  in	  the	  
unfolding	  of	  the	  disaster?	  
10.	  What	  happens	  during	  the	  duration	  of	  the	  fire	  /	  flood?	  	  
Where	  do	  the	  animals	  go?	  	  
What	  about	  the	  trees/	  bushes	  /plants?	  
What	  can	  they	  do	  to	  ensure	  that	  they	  are	  not	  wiped	  out…	  can	  they	  regenerate?	  	  	  
{The	  story	  of	  the	  seed…through	  a	  bushfire?	  Life	  cycle	  of	  a	  plant?}	  
	  	  
11.	  Tell	  the	  story	  of	  the	  bushfire	  or	  the	  flood	  from	  your	  beautiful	  scene	  to	  the	  
devastation	  on	  page	  8	  in	  6	  frames…	  perhaps	  in	  6	  different	  mediums.	  
	  
12.	  After	  the	  event:	  	  What	  happens	  next?	  
How	  do	  the	  humans	  feel??	  	  
What	  do	  they	  need?	  	  
Stories	  of	  human	  endeavor	  are	  everywhere	  as	  a	  result	  of	  a	  Natural	  disaster.	  Ask	  people	  
if	  they	  know	  some	  of	  these	  stories…	  Create	  some	  interview	  questions.	  	  
13.	  Ask	  the	  Emergency	  response	  people	  to	  come	  in	  to	  talk.	  	  What	  questions	  will	  you	  
ask?	  	  
What	  is	  needed	  	  afterwards….make	  a	  list.	  	  
Cleanup	  of	  the	  mess…power?	  water?	  food?	  safety,	  	  a	  bed?	  	  
14.	  Think	  about	  environments	  for	  people,	  wildlife…..	  	  what	  do	  they	  need	  to	  rebuild	  ??	  	  
15.	  What	  help	  is	  needed?..	  Who	  provides	  this	  help?	  
What	  agencies	  would	  become	  involved?......	  What	  can	  you	  find	  out	  about	  Non-‐profit	  
organizations	  that	  provide	  support	  after	  Natural	  disasters.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  
	  	  


